No sign perceptible to the inexperienced eye marks him out from others. But, at any moment, without an instant's warning, the fit may seize him ; at the top of a scaffold or staircase, by the side of a river, or near the red-hot bars of a furnace. With a scream that echoes as one of the most awful sounds that penetrates human ears, this hearty, healthy man falls absolutely unconscious, writhing, foaming at the mouth, a sight never to be forgotten. In a short time the patient wakes up again, restored to apparent health, and often entirely unaware that anything more than a slight temporary faintness or unconsciousness has taken him?unless, as sometimes happens, terrible burns or bruises remain to show where and how the fall had taken place. The absence in most cases of any warning, and this curious unconsciousness, make epileptics very hard cases to deal with, and a cause of great anxiety to those responsible for them. These circumstances also make the question of 
